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Publish, Don't Perish: Experienced Authors Share Ideas 
Abstract 
In the past. many Extension agents and specialists didn't think much about "publish or perish." But with 
everchanging university administrators and policies, Extension workers now recognize the importance of 
publishing in refereed journals. Because of this, communication specialists are increasingly writing 
joumal articles and also are being asked to help subject-matter specialists and field agents prepare 
articles for publishing. 
Information gleaned from five Oregon State University faculty shows the importance of writing only about 
what interests you, getting to know others in your field, deciding where to market your work, seeking 
constructive criticism, and developing long-range strategies for publishing. 
This research is available in Journal of Applied Communications: https://newprairiepress.org/jac/vol74/iss2/5 
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In the past. many Extension agents and speCialists didn't 
think much about MpubIJsh or perish ... But with everchangmg 
university administrators and poliCies. Extension workers 
now recognize the importance ofpublishtng in refereed Jour-
nals. Because of th is. communication speclaiJsts are increas-
ingly wrilingjoumal articles and also are being asked to help 
s ubject-matter speCialists and field agents prepare articles 
for publishing. 
Information gleaned from five Oregon State UniverSity 
faculty shows the importance of writing only about what 
interests you, getting to know others in your fie ld. deCiding 
where to market your work. seeking constructive criticism. 
and developing long-range slralcgles for publishing. 
Publish or perlsh. 1be dictum 
Isn'( new (Suppa and Zirkel. 1983), 
but Extension faculty in Oregon sense 
with new urgency that it applies to 
them as well as to researchers. As a 
result , they are asking communica-
tion speCialists for help In publish-
ing Journal articles. With these re-
quests in mind, we sought sugges· 
tions from five OSU faculty who have 
achieved success in that area. Among 
them they have published more than 
nine books and 65 Journal articles, 
plus numerous monographs and Ex-
tension and Experiment Stat ion pub-
lications. 
Journal oj Applied Communica-
tions readers who want to Increase 
their publishing or who nnd them-
selves helping other extension fac-
ulty prepare Journal articles for pub-
lication may find some helpfullnfor-
mation among the thIngs we learned. 
lbe five agree that the actual 
writing is not the first step. Nor Is It 
the last step. It comes someplace In 
the middle. Deciding what to write 
about comes first 
If your college degree is new, 
Mary Lee Nolan, professor ofgeogra-
phy, says a logical place to start Is 
the masters' thesis, doctoral dlsser-
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